T

Upcoming shows in August and September

The Stage Door
Volume 1
August 2018

Alaja Bell, Sara Toschlog and Kaia Jackson rehearse their opening number.

Sister Act

The Musical

Who can resist disco balls, nuns, and Alaja Bell? Richmond native and a
featured singer for Earlham’s Gospel Revelations, Alaja stars as the fabulous
Deloris Van Cartier, disco diva, on the run and hiding out where no one
would ever think to find her - in a convent - until her transformation of
the harmony-challenged nuns into singing sensations attracts everyone’s
attention.
Sister Act The Musical based on the smash hit movie starring Whoopi
Goldberg opens the weekend of August 17 and runs the following weekend
through August 26. Set in 1977 and filled with raise-the-rafters music and
a heartfelt message of the power of true sisterhood, RCT’s season opener
is sure to be fabulous, baby!
Alaja is new to RCT but not to a lifelong love of singing and music.
continued

Tickets on sale now!

Opening Night Family Special / First Sunday Special
Contact the RCT Office about tickets and special ticket prices.
Box Office: 765-962-1816

Sister Act

Email: office@goRCT.org

The Musical continued

What began for Alaja as a child in her church continues in her newest church-of-sorts,
Philadelphia’s Queen of Angels Cathedral, right here on RCT’s stage.
Add a dazed Mother Superior (Elizabeth Stracener), a delighted Monsignor (George
Schmid), a modest postulant (Cathy Guthrie), an eager sister (Emily Smith), and a
cranky one (Sandy Yount) along with some bad guys (Michael Klein, Luke Schweitzer,
Wade Guthrie, Garrett Anderson), the good guy (Todd Piekutowski), and the rest of the
nuns and Philadelphians to get an entertaining evening the cast and crew of Sister Act
are excited to bring to you.
Sister Act The Musical features original music by Tony and Oscar winner Alan Menken
(Newsies, Beauty and the Beast) and was nominated for five Tony awards including
Best Musical. From Sister Act The Musical director, Ruthanne Munger: “This show has
everything - a heartwarming story, treachery and murder, budding romance, hilarious
comedy, many lovable characters, and fabulous music that will make your soul rejoice!
Don’t expect a redo of the movie. It’s BETTER!” The rest of the direction team includes
John Munger (assistant director), Kathleen Macklin Anderson (music director), and
Cheryl DeLucio (choreographer).

RCT HISTORY
Murray Theatre, built in 1909 by Omar Murray,
was once a vaudeville house, as well as a silent
motion picture playhouse. On some days, as
many as 3,500 people passed through the front
doors to watch a silent picture.

It’s Alive!

Yes! We are excited about YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN this season!

But MORE THAN EVEN THAT...
Live theatre is LIVE!

YOU ARE HERE [

x

YOU get to be here in the middle of it all:
ALL the energy and thrills, things that sometimes
go wrong, and EVERYTHING that goes right!
The talented people of YOUR community are ONSTAGE! Join the FUN! HERE! LIVE!
SISTER ACT THE MUSICAL will make you laugh and cheer and maybe even dance in the
aisles, so catch the Sunday Morning Fever, Spread the Love, and be here to be Fabulous, Baby!
THE CHRISTIANS is a perfect Visionary Production: thought-provoking and riveting bring friends and plan on coffee or wine afterward to discuss...
DISNEY’S THE ARISTOCATS KIDS is our chidren’s theater offering this fall - kids as cats
and lots of Disney mayhem - sooooo much cuteness and family fun!

And listen up! Saturday evenings on radio:
in collaboration with Earlham College presents:

The WECI 91.5FM radio broadcast of

It Happened One Night
Directed by Jeff Roegner & Annie Glen

August 12, 19 & 26 at 5 p.m.
More broadcast information at www.goRCT.org/RadioWorks

September 29 & 30
School Performance September 28

Everybody wants to be cat!
Based on the beloved 1970 animated film and featuring a jazzy score, Disney’s The
Aristocats, Kids is onstage at RCT for a non-stop thrill ride of feline fun!
In the heart of Paris, a kind and eccentric millionairess wills her entire estate to Duchess,
her high-society cat, and her three little kittens. Laughs and adventure ensue as the
greedy, bumbling butler pulls off the ultimate catnap caper. Now it’s up to the roughand-tumble alley cat, Thomas O’Malley, and his band of swingin’ jazz cats to save the
day!
Director, Kathy Clopper, says, “Stage One’s production features plenty of exuberant
group numbers and a large chorus of alley cats in a fun-filled adventure story. Get your
tickets early—this one will sell out!”

You are invited...
Richmond Civic Theatre’s Board of Directors meets every month on the third
Monday at 6:30 p.m. But every August in addition to the regular Board of Directors
meeting, we invite all of our members to attend our Annual Members Meeting.
If you are currently a member, please join us at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, August 20, at
Richmond Civic Theatre for an update on the business of YOUR theatre.

THEATRE TRIVIA
The Ghost Light
A ‘ghost light’ is a single bulb left burning whenever
the theatre is dark. Some argue that its function is to
chase away mischievous spirits; others insist that it
lights the way for the ghosts who are said to inhabit
virtually every theatre, keeping them happy and
contented. Either way, that light ensures that no one
takes an accidental tumble off the stage.

THE CHRISTIANS September 14 & 15
“Black and white is not interesting, but the gray is. We will see where our
gray is.” Director, Matt Socey, explains the central theme of Visionary
Productions’ The Christians. Set in a megachurch, it is a drama of faith
and community and about what we believe and why. Matt believes,
“This play holds up a mirror and asks the question where the line is
between a loving God and God-fearing.” A small cast with a minimal
set must re-create the megachurch setting. The play’s church choir will
assist, and Matt is requesting anyone interested in joining in hymns
onstage to contact him at mattsocey@hotmail.com - limited rehearsing
required. The Christians is one weekend only - September 14 & 15. Matt
adds, “It will provide topics of discussion long after Sunday brunch.”

RCT Board President, Jason, Blunk, attends the
AACT Community Theatre Conference
In mid-June, I had the opportunity to represent RCT at the American Association of Community
Theatre’s (AACT) Community Theatre Management Conference (where RCT was awarded the
2018 Diamond Crown Organization Award). There I gained a broader perspective of community
theatre and ideas for how RCT can continue to grow. I also learned how others are collaborating
and encouraging theatre in areas like Tampa, Florida, where there are 17 community theatre organizations in the area. The key item I walked away with was the vision that we have, regardless
of our size, opportunities to continue to grow and do more.
Stay tuned. Jason will share more in the President’s Note in Sister Act’s program.

Faces of RCT
Bonnie Miller
The name on everybody’s lips has got to be “Bonnie.” As many of you know,
Bonnie Miller is the lady who keeps RCT going. She is the first person you
usually meet when you walk in the door, or at least, the first person you hear
as she belts out a tune. This wonderful woman does everything and more
for RCT: answers the phone, runs the box office, keeps the theatre calendar
up to date, pays the bills, and is often the resident therapist to many of us.
She is one who always goes above and beyond the call of duty. Whether she
is spraying weeds outside the building, touching up paint, or tackling the
latest graffiti, we all know we would be lost without this unsung hero of our
theatre family. The next time you stop by the theatre, be sure to pop by her
office to let her know just how much you appreciate her!
We sure love our Bon Bon!

Upcoming Stage Auditions

Get more Info: www.goRCT.org/auditions

Visionary Productions

Stage One

Auditions: Mon., July 30, 6 p.m.
Tues., July 31, 6 p.m.
Show Dates: Sept. 14-15, 2018
Director: Matthew Socey

Auditions: Sat., Aug. 4, 10 a.m.
Sun., Aug. 5, 2 p.m.
Show Dates: Sept. 28-30, 2018
Director: Kathy Clopper

Main Stage

Auditions: Sun., Aug. 12, 2 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 13, 6 p.m.
Show Dates: Oct. 19-20 & 26-28, 2018
Director: Linda Ward

Stage One

Auditions: Sun., Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 10, 7 p.m.
for 7th grade & up & adults
Show Dates: Nov. 9-11, 2018
Director: Ryan Shaw

Main Stage

Upcoming RadioWorks Audition

Get more Info: www.goRCT.org/RadioWorks

Sherlock Holmes: A Scandal in Bohemia
Auditions: Sun., Aug. 26, 6 p.m.
Recording Date: Fri., Aug. 31
Broadcast Dates: November 4, 11 & 18, 2018
Director: Doug Wambo

Auditions: Sun., Sept. 30, 6:30 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 1, 6:30 p.m.
Show Dates: Dec. 7-9 & 14-16, 2018
Director: Kim Dearing

Become an RCT Member!
www.goRCT.org/membership

Have you joined the Richmond Civic Theatre Facebook page yet?
The easiest way to be in the know
about our shows
even on the go
Updates about shows, auditions, RadioWorks, and more
including photos, videos, and links to learn even more

Always more info at www.goRCT.org

