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RCT SUGGESTION BOX
RCT wants to hear from you!!!
Look for our suggestion box in the lobby.
Good or bad, our members’ opinions
and ideas matter.
Recent actual comment from our box:
“Richmond Civic Theatre is my LIFE!”

Ian Kinder and Shaun Berkey rehearse a scene from Dracula.

Dracula
by Steven Dietz
based on the Bram Stoker novel

“There will be moments when the audience will feel compelled to blurt out loud: ‘Don’t open that
door!’ We know what’s going to happen, but the characters are kept in the dark,” warns Linda Ward,
Director of Main Stage’s Dracula, based on the Bram Stoker novel. “Steven Dietz’s adaptation will
pull the audience kicking and screaming into the terror Dracula represents. When I read the script,
I realized that it was the theatre version of Stoker’s novel of terror and abject evil. What could be
more fun than transferring that horror from page to proscenium!”
The characters in Stoker’s novel presented themselves through letters, diaries, and news reports
for the most part. They kept secrets from each other, for all good intentions of safety, honor,
respectability, and science. This new adaptation brings all the suspense of the classic story to the
stage. Closely following the original 1897 novel, it chronicles Dracula’s journey to England, his eerie
pursuit of two young women, and the brave struggle to oppose his frightening power and defeat
him. Though full of horror, there is the occasional touch of humor that will ease the terror of this
theatrical version of Stoker’s novel.
Dracula is a frightening and seductive drama. While perfect for the Halloween season, Linda
Ward does not recommend this show for young people.
October 19, 20, 26, 27 at 7:30 p.m. & October 28 at 2 p.m.
Parental discretion advised due to potentially disturbing content
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New RCT Programming Discussion Forum
“I want to give people a voice, engage people, to discuss what they
want to be considered and what the play reading process is.
We also want feedback about what people have seen at RCT.
I hope our volunteers and patrons will get a better sense
of the process in which the season is chosen - it can
seem like we have 72,000 choices to make!”
Cheryl DeLucio, RCT Director of Programming

Are you interested in learning more about the season selection at RCT? Do you love to discuss plays and
musicals with fellow enthusiasts? RCT now has a discussion forum on Facebook! RCT Programming:
Discussion Forum hopes to engage our volunteers and patrons in the play selection process. This forum
encourages suggestions and discussion of the type of programming our RCT family wishes to see. This
group is a discussion forum, not the play reading committee. Announcements regarding openings in that
committee will be posted in the forum. Please check out this new RCT forum - find it on Facebook!

Have you ever wanted to volunteer backstage in a show at RCT?
Maybe you want be onstage, but you want to get your feet wet first by volunteering backstage - or
maybe you have no desire to be onstage, but you want to contribute to the show in some way and
don’t know how to go about doing it. Here’s how you can do it: Find out when auditions are for a
show by going to the RCT website, goRCT.org/auditions, then go to that audition and let the director
know that you want to work backstage - or you could come in off the street and talk to Bonnie, the
RCT office manager. She will point you in the right direction. Which ever way you choose,
welcome to the RCT family and thanks for volunteering.

A Thank You & Announcement from Jason Blunk, RCT President
Thank you to each of our members who attended our Annual Member meeting in August. As a membership
based organization, involvement from our members is key to our success. I’m grateful for the thoughtful
questions and comments. As a board, we value the opinions of our membership and their desire to be involved.
Over the next several months, we’ll be discussing ways to update how we work based on the feedback we heard.
We’ll soon be announcing a Board Open House for more informal discussion and idea sharing with you.
If you’re looking for more ways to be involved in RCT, we not only value our volunteer engagement in acting
and production roles, but much of the day-to-day work that occurs through our committees. Do you have the
skills or willingness to serve on our Facilities, Front of House, Education & Outreach, or another committee?
I invite you to reach out to Regina Branagin, RCT Director of Volunteers, or me to connect.
We’re off to a great start for the season; bravo to the cast and crew of
Sister Act, the Musical.
And thank you for continuing to invest in RCT to make us a
“diamond” in our community.
Jason Blunk
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Stage One Fundraiser

The Outsiders
by S. E. Hinton

November 10 & 11
School Performance November 9

									
In 1967, Susan E. Hinton was 15 when she started writing the novel, The Outsiders,
but did most of the work when she was 16 and a junior in high school. It’s a story
about the conflict between two rival gangs divided by their socioeconomic status: the
working-class “greasers” and the upper-class “Socs.” For the greasers, home life isn’t
so great, so they create a family of their own. While battling stereotypes, overcoming
loss, death, and even murder, the boys find love and strength in their brotherhood. To
bring this emotionally driven show to life on the RCT stage, the cast will include current
Stage One students as well as recent graduates and adults.
This show is the second under the “This is Family” theme and like the other Stage
One shows this season, features an uncommon kind of family. Ryan Shaw, Stage One
Managing Director and director of this show, explains, “This show proves that a family
is more than blood, it’s love. I’ve been working with the kids to build a sense of tearing
down walls and looking inside themselves to see that they are alike. One participating
kid said to me that he knew at the end of the show that ‘we’re all gonna be changed.’
We hope you will join us for a truly powerful theatrical experience as our Stage One
family recounts the story of Ponyboy Curtis and his band of brothers reminding us all
to ‘stay gold.’ ”

“Maybe the two worlds we
lived in weren’t so different.
We saw the same sunset.”
The Outsiders

Cast members of The Outsiders pose
in front of a Richmond sunset.
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in collaboration with Earlham College presents:

The WECI 91.5FM radio broadcast of

Sherlock Holmes:
A Scandal in Bohemia
Directed by Don Mellen

November 4, 11 & 18 at 5 p.m.
More broadcast information at www.goRCT.org/RadioWorks

Faces of RCT
Tim Emery
When Tim, a Richmond native, was a 7th grader at Test, Bob Sizemore cast
him in Charlie Brown playing the part of Snoopy - the theatre bug bit. After
years away in the Navy, Tim returned to Richmond and to RCT. He says he
auditions because he loves bringing a charcter to life onstage and especially
finds fun in the music and dancing - but next best is backstage where he can
still hum along. Tim is seen often backstage when he is not onstage in the show
and even when he is. He builds sets, moves set pieces as a stagehand, operates
the fly rail including flying Glinda and Mary Poppins in past shows, and runs
special effects backstage. He says, “Backstage is a great way to be part of the
show. Every skill/talent level is needed - there is something for everyone to do.”

THEATRE TRIVIA
“Break a Leg!”
The sides of a stage were marked with leg lines between
the “legs” or side curtains on the stage. Standing beyond
this line, one could be seen by the audience. Those not
required to be onstage had to remain behind this line and
not cross it (break the leg line). To “break a leg” meant the
performer crossed the line onto the stage and, therefore,
would get paid. To tell a performer to “break a leg” was to
wish them the luck to have the opportunity to perform and
get paid. Similarly today, it remains a wish for good luck.

Upcoming Stage Auditions

Get more Info: www.goRCT.org/auditions

Main Stage

Auditions: Sun., Sept. 30, 6:30 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 1, 6:30 p.m.
Show Dates: Dec. 7-9 & 14-16, 2018
Director: Kim Dearing

Stage One

Auditions: Mon., Nov. 12, 6 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 13, 6 p.m.
Show Dates: Feb. 8-10, 2019
Director: Charity Hawkins

Main Stage

Auditions: Sun., Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Show Dates: Mar. 8-10 & 15-17, 2019
Director: David Cobine

Become an RCT Member!
www.goRCT.org/membership

Upcoming RadioWorks Audition

Get more Info: www.goRCT.org/RadioWorks

King Lear

Auditions: Sun., Nov. 26, 6 p.m.
Recording Date: Fri., Nov. 30
Broadcast Dates: Nov. 4, 11 & 18, 2018
Director: Matthew Socey

Membership forms for the
2018 - 2019 Season available in the
RCT Lobby and Office
and online at www.goRCT.org.

Have you joined the Richmond Civic Theatre Facebook page yet?
The easiest way to be in the know
about our shows
even on the go
Updates about shows, auditions, RadioWorks, and more
including photos, videos, and links to learn even more

Always more info at www.goRCT.org
Comment and contribute articles to The Stage Door at newsletter@goRCT.org
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